Chapter  of 
^nbrePj  & ^otn 

JSo.  4,  ig.3R.C. 

tKoronto,  (l^ntario 


BRIEF  HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE 

INTRODUCTION  OF  ROYAL  ARCH 
MASONRY  INTO  TORONTO 
AND  OF  THE  CHAPTER 


THE  BRYANT  PRESS,  LIMITED 

1917 


First  Masonic  Building,  Erected  by  Royal  Arch  Lodge,  No.  16 
in  (York)  Toronto,  about  1819. 

Reproduced  from  Robertson’s  “Landmarks  of  Toronto’’  by  the  kind 
permission  of  M.E.  Comp.  J.  Ross  Robertson 
owner  of  the  Copyrighted  Picture. 


Behold  how  good  and  pleasant  it  is  for 
brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity.'" 


BRIEF  HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE 
INTRODUCTION  OF 

ROYAL  ARCH  MASONRY 

Into  "'York''  now  Toronto 

and  of  the 

ROYAL  ARCH  CHAPTER  OF 
ST.  ANDREW  ^ ST.  JOHN 

BY  R.  EX.  COMP.  HENRY  T.  SMITH 
the  Historian  of  the  Chapter 


The  first  recorded  event  towards  the  establishment 
of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in  “York,”  or  Toronto,  was 
on  the  8th  March,  1800,  for  the  minutes  of  Rawdon 
Lodge  of  that  date  show,  that  on  motion  of  Bro. 
Eliphalet  Hale,  Bro.  John  Starkweather  (a  carpenter 
by  trade)  was  to  furnish  the  Lodge  with  complete 
canopy,  hangings  and  trimmings  to  complete  the 
same  and  likewise  a trunk  to  contain  the  Royal 
Arch  furniture. 

In  the  History  of  Frontenac  Chapter  of  King- 
ston it  is  stated  that  the  Chapters  acknowledging 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Grand  Chapter,  in  the  year 
1819,  were  : 

“Frontenac,  No.  i,  of  Kingston  ; Union,  No.  2,  Ernestown  ; 
Sussex,  No.  3,  Brockville  ; St.  John’s,  No.  4,  York,  (Toronto)  ; 
Fidelity,  No.  5,  Haldimand  ; Friendship,  No.  6,  Belleville.’’ 

The  warrant  numbered  “four”  issued  by  the  first 
Grand  Chapter  in  Canada  to  St.  John’s  Chapter  (and 
which  followed  a dispensation  of  1818),  bears  date  the 
“9th  February,  1819.” 

St.  John’s  Chapter,  No.  4,  in  1819,  by  the  forma- 
tion of  a Grand  Chapter  in  Upper  Canada,  severed 
its  allegiance  to  Royal  Arch  Lodge,  No.  16.  This 
Lodge  eventually  merged  into  St.  George’s  Lodge, 
No.  9,  P.G.R.,  on  the  23rd  April,  1825,  which  Lodge, 
in  1829,  became  dormant,  and  many  of  its  members 
connected  themselves  with  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  now 
No.  16,  G.R.C.,  Toronto. 

Owing  to  the  loss  of  many  records,  much  infor- 
mation concerning  the  work  of  St.  John’s  Chapter 
in  the  early  days  of  its  existence  cannot  he  gleaned. 


but  from  the  years  1841  to  1868,  they  are  com- 
plete. On  the  15th  October,  1846,  a notice  of 
motion  is  recorded  : 

“That  he  (Comp.  Robert  McClure),  would  at  the  next  regu- 
lar Convocation,  move  that  application  be  made  by  this  Chapter 
to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  England  for  a warrant,  and  that  the 
name  of  Comp.  Thomas  G.  Ridout  be  inserted  therein  as  the 
first  officer.” 

A feeling  existed  among  some  of  the  Companions 
at  this  period  to  get  an  English  warrant,  so  that 
they  as  a Chapter  could  become  attached  to  St. 
Andrew’s  Lodge.  Nothing  apparently  was  done, 
however,  until  the  loth  February,  1848,  when  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

“That  the  Charter,  jewels  and  all  other  property  belonging 
to  St.  John’s  Chapter,  No.  4,  be  transferred  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Chapter,  No.  487.” 

On  the  17th  February,  1848,  a Chapter  of  Emer- 
gency was  held-  for  the  purpose  of  electing  officers 
of  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  at  which  Convocation  a 
commiittee  was  named  to  “take  the  jewels  and 
make  such  alterations  respecting  them  as  might  be 
deemed  proper.’’ 

This  action  necessitated  a change  in  the  ritual- 
istic work  of  the  Royal  Craft,  because  the  Com- 
panions had  been  guided  by  the  usage  of  the  Chap- 
ter work  in  the  United  States,  for  under  the  new 
system  they  would  have  to  adopt  the  English  ritual. 

The  Companions  scarcely  gave  the=-new  system 
a trial  before  some  of  them  desired  to  undo  what 
had  been  done,  for  at  a subsequent  Convocation 
of  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  it  was  resolved  : — 

“That  the  warrant  of  the  late  St.  John’s  Chapter,  No.  4,  be 
returned  to  the  petitioners”  and  “the  jewels,  paraphernalia 
and  furniture  of  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  No.  487,  formally  be- 
longing to  St.  John’s  Chapter,  No.  4,  and  voted  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Chapter,  No.  487,  on  Thursday,  the  28th  February,  1848,  be 
returned  to  the  petitioners.”  The  old  warrant  of  St.  John’s 
Chapter,  No.  4,  was  then  and  there  handed  over  to  the  pe- 
titioners. 

St.  John’s  Chapter  having  re-organized  under  the 
old  No.  4 warrant,  continued  working  thereunder 
until  1854,  when  the  minutes  of  the  21st  September 
state  : — ■ 


“Doubts  for  a considerable  time  had  been  thrown  on  the  old 
warrant  as  to  its  validity,  and  the  expediency  of  obtaining  a 
warrant  from  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Scotland  as  the  only  pre- 
ventive of  that  evil  from  which  the  Chapter  and  its  subordinate 
lodges  have  of  late  been  suffering,  both  in  and  out  of  doors,” 
and  a resolution  was  adopted  empowering  the  first  Principal 
“To  take  such  further  steps  as  he  might  deem  necessary  to 
accomplish  the  object  in  view.” 

The  warrant  from  Scotland  having  been  received 
on  the  25th  January,  1855,  the  following  resolution 
was  passed  : — 

“That  inasmuch  as  the  Companions  of  St.  John’s  Royal 
Arch  Chapter,  No.  4,  have  received  and  adopted  a warrant 
from  the  Supreme  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  Scotland — 
‘Be  it  resolved,  that  this  Chapter  henceforth  be  known  and 
acknowledged  as  St.  John’s  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  4,  P.R., 
and  No.  75,  S.R.,  and  that  the  seal  of  the  Chapter  be  adopted 
for  that  purpose.’” 

St.  John’s  Chapter  continued  to  work  under  the 
Scottish  Register  until  the  amalgamation  with  St. 
Andrew’s  Chapter,  1870. 

St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  which  was  attached  to  St. 
Andrew’s  Lodge,  worked  under  warrant  No.  487, 
E.R.  from  1848  to  1858,  when  it  affiliated  with 
the  present  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada,  and  then  it 
commenced  to  work  under  warrant  No.  4,  G.R.C., 
dated  8th  March,  i860. 

The  original  dispensation  was  issued  by  M.  Ex. 
Comp.  Thompson  Wilson,  Grand  First  Principal, 
and  signed  by  R.  Ex.  Comp.  Thomas  B.  Harris, 
Grand  Scribe  E.  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
to  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  Toronto,  on  the  19th 
January,  1859.  In  the  body  of  the  document  it  is 
stated  that  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter  is  applying  for 
affiliation  with  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 
This  dispensation  is  in  possession  of  the  Chapter. 

In  1859  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter  was  in  a good  con- 
dition financially,  a«¥d  having  a membership  of 
eighty-eight.  After  a vigorous  career  for  many  years, 
its  progress  came  to  a standstill,  and  from  1864  to 
1868,  the  Chapter  was  practically  dormant.  In  the 
fall  of  1868,  however,  an  energetic  movement  took 
place,  and  the  Chapter  once  more  became  in  a pros- 
perous condition. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  at  this  time  for  St.  John’s 
Chapter  to  unite  with  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter,  and 
they  became  amalgamated,  but  no  change  was  made 


upon  the  face  of  the  warrant  originally  issued  to 
St.  Andrew’s  Chapter  on  the  8th  March,  i860,  by 
the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada. 

In  the  first  by-laws  of  the  united  Chapter  of  St. 
Andrew  and  St.  John,  sanctioned  by  the  Grand  Z., 
M.  Ex.  Comp.  T.  D.  Harrington  on  6th  April,  1871, 
Article  i,  reads  as  follows  : — 

“This  Chapter  shall  henceforth  be  known  as  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  No.  4,  G.R.C.,  in  per- 
petual commemoration  of  the  happy  union  consummated  on 
the  27th  day  of  May,  A.D.,  1870,  between  the  St.  Andrew’s 
Chapter,  heretofore  attached  to  St.  Andrew’s  Lodge,  No.  487, 
on  the  Grand  Registry  of  England,  until  enrolled  by  the  above 
No.  4,  G.R.C.,  on  the  erection  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Canada 
heretofore  No.  75,  on  the  Grand  Registry  of  Scotland,  both 
said  Chapters  having  a common  origin  in  the  old  St.  John’s 

I Chapter,  long  known  as  No.  4,  P.R.,  and  founded  in  Toronto 
in  the  opening  year  of  this  century,  A.D.,  1800.’’ 

' This  shows  that  the  Companions  in  1871  looked 
upon  the  Chapter  as  being  the  direct  outcome  of  old 
St.  John’s  Chapter,  w'hich  existed  in  Toronto  then 
known  as  “York”  one  hundred  and  seventeen  years 
ago.  The  name  of  the  united  Chapter  should  have 
been  the  Royal  “Arch  Chapter  of  St.  John  and  St. 
Andrew,”  as  St.  John’s  was  clearly  the  older  Chapter 
of  the  two,  but  apparently  the  wish  of  the  Compan- 
ions of  St.  Andrew’s  Chapter  was  acceded  to  in 
having  their  Chapter’s  name  come  first. 

In  1879  the  Chapter  entered  into  co-partnership 
with  “The  Geoffrey  de  St.  Aldemar  Preceptory  of 
Knights  Templar,  No.  8,  G.R.C.”  and  at  their  joint 
expense  refitted  the  Hall  known  as  “Templar  and 
Chapter  Hall,”  in  Toronto  Street,  at  a cost  of 
$1,860.17.  The  Chapter  continued  to  meet  in  this 
Hall  until  January,  1898,  when  it  removed  to  the 
Temple  Building,  Bay  Street.  The  fittings”  of 
the  “Old  Hall,”  which  cost  nearly  $2,000,  were  sub- 
sequently sold  to  the  Scottish  Rite  body  of  Toronto. 

The  Chapter  celebrated  in  a befitting  manner, 
on  the  1 6th  November,  1900,  in  the  Masonic  quar- 
ters of  the  Temple  Building,  Bay  and  Richmond 
Streets,  the  “Centenary  of  Royal  Arch  Masonry  in 
Toronto.”  Ex.  Comp.  Jas.  G.  Boyce,  the  First 
Principal,  presided  at  this  gathering,  and  many 
distinguished  Companions  were  present. 


The  “ Je.fTiplar  and  Chapter  Hall,”  on  Toronto  Street  in  which  the  Chapter  met  for  many  years. 


Several  fraternal  visits  of  late  years  have  been  ex- 
changed between  the  Companions  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Chapter  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John  and  sis- 
ter Chapters  in  Canada  and  the  United  States. 
These  visits  have  demonstrated  that  ; — 

“Friendship  is  the  shadow  of  the  evening,  which  strengthens 
with  the  setting  sun  of  life.” 

A large  number  of  the  Companions  on  the  26th 
October,  1917,  visited  St.  George’s  Chapter,  Lon- 
don, when  Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  Price,  the  First  Prin- 
cipal, and  his  officers  conferred  the  Royal  Arch 
degree.  To  commemorate  the  event  a sterling 
silver  triangle,  gold-plated,  was  handed  to  Ex.  Comp. 
Edwin  Smith,  the  First  Principal,  of  St.  George’s 
Chapter,  which  bore  on  the  back  the  inscription  : — 

“Presented  to  St.  George’s  Chapter,  No.  5,  G.R.C.,  London, 
by  R.A.  Chapter  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  No.  4,  G.R.C., 
Toronto,  October  26th,  1917.” 

The  upper  part  showed  handsomely  engraved 
the  three  Principals’  Sceptres,  with  reproductions 
of  the  seals  of  the  two  Chapters,  and  a Maple 
Leaf  amid  appropriate  scroll  work. 

The  Companions  connected  with  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  St.  Andrew  and  St.  John,  the  Mother 
Chapter  of  Toronto,  have  been  more  or  less  identi- 
fied with  every  good  movement  for  the  upbuilding 
of  that  city  since  the  early  days  of  the  last  Century. 

Doubtless  the  same  can  be  said  of  the  Compan- 
ions of  St.  George’s  Chapter,  that  they  have  faith- 
fully worked  for  the  general  welfare  of  London. 
The  many  distinguished  names  of  prominent  citizens 
appearing  upon  the  rolls  of  each  of  the  Chapters 
fully  testify  that  they  have  maintained  the  object 
of  their  founders  in  upholding  the  dignity  of  the 
Royal  Craft.  For  to  them  : — 

“Dignity  of  position  addsRo  dignity  of  character,  as  well  as 
to  dignity  of  carriage.  Give  them  a proud  position,  and  they 
are  impelled  to  live  up  to  it.” 


Toronto,  October  26th,  1917. 


0 


New  Central  Masonic  Temple — ’North  West  Corner  Yonge  Street 
and  Davenport  Road,  Toronto. 


FIRST  PRINCIPALS  R.A.  CHAPTER  ST.  ANDREW 
AND  ST.  JOHN,  No.  4,  G.R.C.,  TORONTO 
FOR  SEVENTY-SIX  YEARS 


Under  warrant  St.  John’s,  No.  4,  P.R.,  1841-1855. 


1841-2-3 A.  Burnside 

1844-5 R.  McClure 

1846  T.  G.  Ridout 

1847  F.  Richardson 

1850-2 A.  Burnside 

1853 Kivas  Tully 

1854-5 G.  B.  Wylie 


Under  warrant  St.  John’s  No.  75  S.R.,  1855-1870.  ^ 


1855-6.  . . 

1857 

^ 1858 

^1859-60.  . , 

1861 

1862-3-4-5 
1866-7.  • • 
1869 


G.  B.  Wylie 
Hugh  Miller 
W.  Hay  ^ 
A.  DeGrassi  _ 
T.  Gundry 
John  Kerr 
T.  Gundry 
F.  J.  Menet 


Under  warrant  St.  Andrew’s  No.  487  E.R.,  1848-1859. 


1848-9-50-51-52-53-54-55 

1856-7-8 

1859-60 

1861  

1862  

1863  

1868-69-70 


T.  G.  Ridout 
F.  Richardson 
S.  B.  Harman 
F.  Richardson 
W.  G.  Storm 
W.  F.  McMaster 
S.  B.  Harman 


Union  of  Chapters  May,  1870,  Known  as  R.A.  Chapter  of 
St.  Andrew  & St.  John,  No.  4,  G.R.C.,  1870-1917. 


1870-1 . . 

1872. .  . . 
1873-4. . 

1875.. .. 

1876. .  . . 

1877.. . . 

1878. .  . . 

1879.. .. 

1880. .  . . 

1881. .  . . 
1882-3-4 

1885.. . . 

1886. .  . . 

1887..  . . 

1888. .  . . 

1889. .  . . 

1890. .  . . 


S.  B.  Harman 
F.  J.  Menet 
H.  B.  Stephens 
John  Erskine 

R.  J.  Hovenden 
John  Erskine 
J.  E.  Mitchell 
W.  Brydon 
Ulysses  Boddy 
Geo  Hodgetts 

S.  Porter 

M.  M.  Elliott 
John  Ritchie,  Sr. 
Wm.  Simpson 
H.  N.  Williams 
Thos.  Hills 
R.  McKim 


1891  T.  R.  Bain 

1892  C.  A.  Mathews 

1893  T.  B.  Cole 

1 894  Spencer  Love 

1895  Geo.  Moir 

1896  Jas.  Glanville 

1897  J.  McCurrah 

1898  J.  W.  Jones 

1899  R.  W.  Clewo 

1900  Jas.  G.  Boyce 

1901  Henry  T.  Smith 

1902  H.  S.  King 

1903  W.  P.  Sutton 

1904-5 W.  H.  Blight 

1906  W.  E.  Smith 

1907  A.  W.  JOLLIFFE 

1908  J-  H.  Wilkinson 

1909  W.  S.  Jackson 

1910  T.  J.  R.  Dewar 

1911  E.  D.  Grant 

1912  S.  Singer 

1913  J.  T.  Lester 

1914  J-  W.  Rogers 

1915  C.  B.  Mulholland 

1916  H.  Eversfield 

1917  W.  G.  Price 


HONORARY  MEMBERS 
ST.  ANDREW  AND  ST.  JOHN,  1917 

J.  Ross  Robertson.  P.G.Z. 

F.  W.  Harcourt,  P.G.Z. 

D.  F.  Macwatt,  P.G.Z. 

W.  S.  R.  Murch,  P.G.Z. 

W.  N.  Ponton,  G.H. 

Henry  T.  Smith,  G.S.E. 

A.  G.  Horwood,  P.G.  Supt. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR,  1917 

Major  W.  Baillie,  35th  Canadians,  France. 

Capt.  E.  a.  Grant,  nth  Field  Ambulance,  France. 
Capt.  W.  E.  Struthers,  216th  Battalion,  England. 
Capt.  J.  E.  Thompson,  208th  Battalion,  England. 
Lieut.  J.  B.  Miller,  Engineers.  (Wounded.) 

Capt.  H.  Taylor,  2nd  Battalion,  France. 

Sergt.  a.  W.  Wardill,  27th  Battalion.  (Wounded.) 
Sergt.  G.  Cameron,  15th  Battalion,  Switzerland. 
Sapper  G.  Chapman,  Engineers.  (Killed.) 


R.A.  CHAPTER  ST.  ANDREW  AND 
ST.  JOHN,  TORONTO 

Instituted  A.D.  1800 


EX.  COMP.  W.  G.  PRICE 

FIRST  PRINCIPAL 


OFFICERS  FOR  1917 


Ex.  Comp.  W.  G.  Price 

“ “ H.  Eversfield.  . . 
“ “ W.  G.  H.  Ewing.  . 

“ “ E.  Lankin 

“ G.  C.  Kirby 

“ M.  J.  vSiNGER 

V.  “ “ Joseph  King 

O.  H.  King 

A.  Slute 

A.  W.  Robb 

W.  W.  Ash 

C.  B.  Mulholland 

G.  G.  Sheppard  .... 
W.  J.  Underwood.  . 

R.  Downard. 

J.  N.  Dority 

John  Thomson  . . . . 

J.  A.  Troke 

J K.  Wallace 

R.  J.  Beeman 
A.  Fairbanks 
J.  Williamson 
E.  P.  Smith 
W.  H.  Stark 
J.  Pritchard 

H.  T.  Smith 

R.  W.  Clewlo  \ 

R.  J.  Beeman  / ’ ‘ 


Z. 

I.P.Z. 

H. 

J. 

S.E. 

S.N. 

. . Treasurer 

P.S. 

Asst.  S.E. 

. S.S. 

J-S. 

. . .D.  of  C. 

M.  of  4th  V. 

M.  of  3rd  V. 

M.  of  2nd  V. 

M.  of  1st  V. 

Standard  Bearer 

Sword  Bearer 

Organist 


Stewards 


Janitor 

Historian  and  Arehivist 

Auditors 


ST.  GEORGE’S  CHAPTER 
LONDON,  ONT. 

Instituted  A.D.  1852 


EX.  COMP.  EDWIN  SMITH 

FIRST  PRINCIPAL 


OFFICERS  FOR  1917 


R. 


R. 


Ex.  Comp.  Edwin  Smith 

“ “ Geo.  E.  Logan 

“ “ W.  A.  O’Dell 

“ “ Frank  Campbell  ... . 

“ “ T.  P.  Elliott 

“ Harry  Livermore  .. . 

“ “ Wm.  Spittal 

“ “ J.  A.  Atcheson.  . . _ . 

“ J.  Kirkwood 

“ J.  Bernie  Smith 

“ Frank  Cross 

“ T.  Cousins 

“ W.M.  Noble 

“ Chas.  Heaman 

“ Harry  Abell 

“ R.  J.  Kerr 

“ Orville  Reid 

“ R.  Pearce  \ 

“ R.  W.  Knapman 

“ L.  Davies  | ‘ ' 

“ Ale.  Johnson  j 

“ R.  W.  SiMMIE 

“ John  C.  Fitzgerald  . 

“ “ Frank  Campbell  \ 

“ “ W.  A.  O’Dell  / 


. . . .Z. 
I.P.Z. 
...H. 


Scribe  E. 

Scribe  N. 

Treasurer 

D.  of  C. 

P.S. 

s.s. 

J.S. 

. . . M.  of  4th  Veil 
. . . M.  of  3rd  Veil 
. . M.  of  2nd  Veil 
. . . M.  of  ist  Veil 
Standard  Bearer 
. . . Sword  Bearer 


Stewards 


. .Janitor 
Organist 

Auditors 


